Balak – בלק
Torah : Numbers 22:2-25:9
Haftarah : Micah 5:6-6:8
Gospel : Mark 11:12-26
Numbers 22:2-24:25
1. Where was Balaam from?  Where was Balak from? Why was a Midianite the king of the Moabites? 
2. Read Nu. 23:7-10. What is the message?
3. Read Nu. 23:17-24. What is the message?
4. Read Nu. 24:5-9. What is the message?
5. Read Nu. 24:17-24.  What is the message? 
a. What was the connection between Yeshua and the Moabites? (See Ruth and Nu. 24:17-24.)
6. What was Israel’s weakness? How did Balak and Balaam cause Israel to stumble?
Read 2 Peter 1:17-2:22.
1. What is Peter’s message to guard against false prophecy?  How are we to interpret Scripture?
Micah 5:6 (Go back to verse 1)
1. Who is this passage talking about?  Why did the Rabbis begin the haftarah here in verse 6, in the middle of a verse?
2. Where does Israel dwell when judgment comes?
3. What is required of the Israelites as the judgment comes?
Mark 11:12-25 (26)
1. The fig tree and the clearing out of the Temple: Yeshua spoke to a fig tree telling it would never produce fruit again. Then He enters the Temple and drives out people who were buying and selling within the Temple. He reminds everyone that this should be a house of prayer (Isaiah 56:7). In Isaiah, the prophet declares that many nations would come to Israel, but also that many of the Israel’s leaders were drunk on wine and not following the Lord.  Cp. Micah 6:8 with Isaiah 56:1. In both verses, doing justice and being righteous (kindness and walking humbly) were of great importance. Yeshua connects these ideas in Mark. After throwing out the ones buying and selling, they leave and encounter the fig tree, and it had withered. Yeshua responds with the command “to have faith in God.” He also says that this faith can move mountains and that everything we ask, if we believed, would be given.  What is this message about faith and believing?
a. The context does not drive at what individuals ask for themselves, but has something to do with the Temple and the apostles’ desire to see it restored from its corruption. The question is if we can believe that God will do THIS.
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