Bamidbar - במדבר : "In the wilderness" 

Torah : Numbers 1:1-4:20 
1.  Why does God mention each of the leaders of the 12 tribes and the 3 Levitical tribes?
2. Why does God mention the number of each of the tribes and the 3 Levitical tribes?
3. What is the connection between the firstborn of Israel and the priests?
4. How is understanding this structure help us today?
Haftarah : Hosea 2:1-22
1. Who is the audience of the book of Hosea?  Northern Israel, Judah, or K’lal Israel?
2. What do the names of Hosea’s three children mean? (from chapter 1)
3. What is the message God is giving to Israel by having Hosea marry a “wife of harlotry”
4. What is the connection between “idolatry” and “adultery”?
5. Who is Ba-al? and what does this represent?
6. Is the message a message of judgment against Israel or a message of hope for Israel?
7. Is there a connection between the Numbers portion and the Hosea portion?
8. How do we apply this message today?

New Testament: 1 Peter 4 (HDC study of 1 Peter)
1. What is the believers’ struggle according to the beginning of Ch. 4?
2. How do we deal with the intersection of the culture we live in compared to the lifestyle we yearn to lead?
3. How does Peter expound upon how we are to love each other?
4. Why does God allow suffering according to this passage?
5. Why doesPeter use the term “Christian” here? In our Messianic Jewish context, are we different from Christians?p
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