Miketz - מקץ : "At the end"
Torah : Genesis 41:1-44:17
Haftarah : I Kings 3:15-4:1

Genesis 41
1. Why did Pharaoh have a dream, and then recount the dream again to Joseph? What is the meaning of hearing the story twice?
2. If the audience of this story is primarily for the Israelites during the time of Moses, what do the Israelites learn from Pharaoh’s dream?
3. Who does Joseph give credit to in the power to interpret dreams?
4. Why is Joseph so sure that the interpretation will be “favorable” or “an answer of peace” What does “Shalom” mean here?
5. Has there ever been a similar story where a man in prison is taken and elevated above everyone but the king? Is there any story like this in history? Name them.
6. What is Joseph’s wife’s name? Who is she according to stories from Midrash?
7. What do the names “Manasseh” and “Ephraim” mean? How do these relate to Joseph’s story?
Genesis 42
1. What is the condition of the Jacob and Joseph’s brothers in Canaan?
2. What is the spiritual significance of a famine?
3. What can be supposed about how the brothers felt about their father having left Benjamin behind?
4. When Joseph accuses his brothers of being spies, what did the brothers think? Why was Joseph doing this?
5. Who does the brothers and Jacob blame regarding all of the circumstances that they found themselves in?
6. Why does Rueben make the offer to bring back Benjamin? Why doesn’t Jacob accept?
Genesis 43
1. What promise does Judah make? Why does Jacob accept Judah’s offer, but not Rueben’s?
2. Why does Joseph make a feast for his brothers? Is Joseph up to something devious, or is he generally good-willed and simply wanted to dine with his brothers?
3. What is the significance of the part of the story where Joseph weeps for Benjamin? How would the Israelites during the time of Moses have interpreted this story?
4. Why does Joseph give Benjamin five times more gifts?
Genesis 44:1-17
1. Why does Joseph devise this strange plot against his brothers? Was he trying to entrap his brothers, or perhaps test them?
2. What is the significance of a silver cup?
3. Why does Joseph single out Benjamin for this plot?
4. How does Judah respond, and why?
I Kings 3:15-4:1
1. Why is this story associated with the story of Joseph and his brothers?
2. What is the spiritual state of the woman who lay on her son? Why was she so hostile?
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