The History in the Book of Acts, Part 1
Author: Very few dispute that Acts was written by Luke. Luke and Acts form a literary unit known as Luke-Acts.
Date: There are three scholarly arguments. 62-70 CE, 70-85 CE, or early 2nd Century. The early 2nd Century date would imply that someone other than Luke wrote it. The 70-85 CE argument has two glaring omissions in the story: 1) It never mention the destruction to the Temple, which would be difficult to omit, and 2) it never mentions the death of Paul. Paul is known to have died under the persecution of Nero in 64-65 CE. As a result, the 62-70 CE time frame is the most logical. The final event of Paul listed in Acts probably occurred in 62 CE, where Paul is in captivity in Rome.
Genre: The Luke-Acts books form a literary unit that is most often classified as “a history.” However, the many speeches of Acts has caused some to want to create Acts as its own literary genre.
Addressee and purpose: Obviously, the book is addressed to Theophilus. In Greek, this name is translated as “lover of God.” If taken to be a codified message, than the application of the name is meant to address believers in general. However, there are known people named, “Theophilus.” One such man was a high priest named “Theophilus,” who had this position from 37-41 CE. It is interesting to note that Israel Exploration Journal published an article about an ossuary with the inscription, “Johanna, granddaughter or Theophilus, high priest.” Johanna is mentioned twice in Luke 8:3 and 24:10. Once she is mentioned as a supporter of Yeshua’s ministry, and the other time as one who witnessed Yeshua after having been resurrected. If indeed this Theophilus was the intended addressee, then the purpose of this book would have been to give an account, “an eunggelion,” or gospel, to the families of the priesthood. The evidence of this lies within the complexity of Luke’s language, which in Greek is the most formal and educated Greek of all the New Testament books. In addition, Luke lays out the most complex arguments for accepting Yeshua’s resurrection as legitimate. It is more like a legal case than Mark or John may have been. What is interesting is that only Luke gives us an account of what took place after the Yeshua’s resurrection and how this affected the followers of Yeshua. The telling of the story of Paul is also an interesting aspect of Luke’s writing.
The Story: 
	Acts 1	Yeshua is seen as resurrected. Before ascending into heaven, he issues a charge for them to be witnesses starting in Jerusalem until the ends of the earth. This could be considered a theme for the whole book of Acts.
	In the next section, while they had met in the upper room, Peter explains the prophecy regarding Judas’ death. After the explanation, they replace the apostleship of Judas with another disciple, Matthias. He references Psalms 69:25 and 109:8.
	Acts 2	The disciples meet at the Temple on Shavuot (Pentecost). The Ruach HaKodesh comes upon the disciples in wind, noise, and tongues of fire (see Exodus 19). The disciples begin proclaiming the message of the Messiah in many different languages. Many Jewish people from many different provinces throughout the Roman Empire were at the Temple for Shavuot, and they understood these Galileans’ proclamations. Some people were amazed, and perplexed, but others mocked them for being drunk.
	Peter stands and gives a convincing sermon regarding Yeshua as Messiah. He references, Joel 2:28-32; Psalm 16:8-11; Psalm 132:11; Psalm 110:1, which Peter uses to proclaim Yeshua as Messiah. He calls for them to repent. Many are immediately convinced, and over 3000 people became believers that day.
	Afterwards, there are famous verses about the kind of fellowship and communion that the early disciples had together.
	Acts 3	On another occasion, as Peter and John were going into the Temple to pray, they came past a beggar who was known to be by this particular gate. Peter looks at the crippled man and calls on the name of Yeshua. Immediately, the man is healed; he jumps up and continues running and jumping to the amazement of all the people.
	Peter again proclaims Yeshua to be Messiah to all who had observed this miraculous healing. Peter summarizes the call of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob and explains the death and resurrection of Messiah. Peter references Deuteronomy 18:15, 18 and Genesis 22:18. The first proclaims that there would be a prophet like Moses, while the second proclaims that way that Israel would bless the nations—through the Messiah, Yeshua. He calls on the people to repent.
	Acts 4	Peter and John are arrested and put in jail by the Temple guard and the Sadducees. But, as a result of Peter’s sermon, another 5000 people had come to believe. At the trial, Peter defends himself and John by explaining that they were on trial for the mitzvah of praying for a man to be healed. Peter’s defense included a proclamation of Yeshua as killed by them, raised from the dead, and fulfilled the Scriptures of Psalm 118:22, “the stone which the builders rejected.” Salvation comes only through the name of Yeshua.
	The leaders are not certain about what course of action to take since the man who was healed was standing with them. In addition, the people were attributing the miracle to God, so they recognized that they had a dilemma. They warned them to stop preaching the name of Yeshua, but Peter told asked them if he was to be judged by them or by God. So the leaders released them.
	Upon their release, they praise God and say a prayer. Their prayer included Psalm 146:6 (Ex. 20:11, Neh. 9:6); Psalm 2:1-2; Daniel 9:24. At the end of their prayer, the text says that they were shaken, they were filled with Holy Spirit, and they began to speak the word of God with boldness.
	The end of chapter 4 is a continuation of the end of chapter 2, where again, the disciples were proclaiming boldly, people were being added to the community, and people were sharing their resources together. Joseph, a Levite from Cyprus, also called Barnabas, is introduced in this chapter.
	Acts 5	In the context of people giving and sharing, the story of Ananias and Sapphira is introduced. In this story, they want to give a field to the disciples, but something in the heart tried to deceive the Holy Spirit and the disciples. When they each presented the land separately, they were both questioned, and as a result of their deception, God caused them to die immediately.
	The early disciples met regularly in Solomon’s portico. Many were becoming believers every day, but most Jews did not want to associate with them for fear of them. However, verse 13 says that believers were held in high esteem. Also, many began to come to the disciples for healing, many of which were healed.
	Again the disciples are teaching. The Sadducees again arrest the disciples. But by means on an angel, they were set free. The next morning, the disciples were teaching in the Temple. The guard and the Sadducees brought them before the council. They were told to deny Yeshua, which the disciples refused. Meanwhile, Gamaliel (Paul’s teacher) counseled the Council to leave them alone and let their ideas run their course. IF they were not of God, everything would pass; but if it was from God, it would last and they could not stop it. Once they accepted his counsel, they flogged the early disciples, which the disciples received as fullness of joy.
	Acts 6	The disciples’ numbers were increasing, but some of the Hellenistic (Greek) Jewish widows were being overlooked in preference for the native Hebrew widows. The disciples realize this error, and as a result, they develop the concept of “deacons.” (See the concept of “judges and offices” in Deuteronomy 16:18.) Seven deacons were chosen to handle the financial aspects of their work.
	One of the deacons, Steven, caused a great deal of jealously with a particular synagogue, and they accused him before the Sanhedrin with false accusations. Steven was defending Yeshua as Messiah, but men brought false accusations against Steven, accusing of blaspheming Moses, the Temple, and the Torah.
	Acts 7 Steven gives his defense. In his speech, he covers the entire history of Israel from Abraham to the present time, and how Yeshua had always been the Messiah according to Scripture. He references Gen. 12:1; Gen 12:7, 13:15, 15:18, 17:8; Gen 15:13; Ex. 3:12; Gen. 17:10; Ex. 1:8; Ex. 2:13-15; Ex. 3:1, 5, 6, 7, 10; Josh 5:15; Ex. 32:1, 23; Amos 5:25-27; Isa 66:1-2. During his speech, he so infuriated the council that they ran him out of Jerusalem where they stoned him. Steven sees the vision of Yeshua standing at the right hand of God, while the people were stoning him.
	Acts 8	 In these first few verses, Paul is introduced into the text as having witnessed Steven’s death, and also of beginning to drive the believers out of Jerusalem and persecuting them.
	The majority of this text focuses on Phillip, who preached Messiah in Samaria where a great many people had come to belief, partly because of the miracles of healing being performed. One man-Simon-who had been mixed into magic was drawn to Phillip and received Yeshua. Peter and John heard of what was going on, and they went to Samaria with Phillip and as they laid their hands upon people, they received the Holy Spirit. Peter publicly reprimanded Simon for wanting the Holy Spirit as some type of power; Simon was quick to repent. Finally, in another story, Phillip was walking toward Gaza and came upon an Ethiopian leader who was reading Isaiah 53:7-8. Phillip explained the passages and the Ethiopian was convinced Yeshua was Messiah. After the leader was baptized, Phillip was snatched away by the Holy Spirit and found himself at Azotus and went into Caesaria.
	Acts 9	Saul had received letters from the high priest to deliver to the synagogues in Syria that he might arrest believers found in Damascus to bring them to Jerusalem to stand trial. However, on the road to Damascus, Saul meets Yeshua through a supernatural encounter. Saul was blinded and told to find a man named Ananias. Ananias lays hands on Saul, and his eyes were opened, apparently both physically and spiritually. In Damascus, Saul began preaching that Yeshua was the awaited Messiah. Some people tried to take Saul by force, but he was made aware of it and decided to return to Jerusalem. There, he tried to associate with the disciples, but they did not trust him at first. Then Barnabas took hold of Saul, and then he introduced him to the other disciples who heard of his change.
	Following this story, the focus is on Peter and his ministry in Judea. One interesting story was about a woman who had died. When Peter arrived, he asked to be in the room with her, and then told her to arise. The woman was resurrected.
	Acts 10	Cornelius has a vision to seek out a man named Simon Peter. So he dispatches some men to find Peter. Meanwhile, Peter has a vision of the blanket with all of the unclean animals, which God declares to be clean for him. When the men arrive, Peter understands that the meaning of the vision is for him to go with these non-Jews. After an interesting dialogue, Peter enters the house of Cornelius, and the Holy Spirit came upon the Gentiles. At this point, the disciples realize that there is not distinction between Jew and non-Jew. From this story, it was learned that a non-Jewish person could be saved and have God in their lives via the Holy Spirit; circumcision was not the first step in being saved.
	Acts 11	Peter describes what happened with his vision, Cornelius, and how the Holy Spirit came upon the non-Jews. All there realize that repentance came upon the Gentiles, too.
	After the persecution beginning with Steven, many Jewish believers had gathered at Antioch. Barnabas was sent from Jerusalem to Antioch, who witnessed the grace of God to them. Barnabas also went to Tarsus to find Paul, and he brought Paul back to Antioch. During this time, a man named Agabus heard via the Holy Spirit that a famine was coming. As a result, Paul and Barnabus were designated to greet the brothers in Jerusalem, and to give them a some contributions from the congregations of Eurpoe.
	Acts 12	Herod begins a persecution of the congregation of believers. Herod put James to death with a sword. The Jewish leaders were pleased, so he had Peter arrested, too. It can be assumed that Herod was going to kill Peter, unlike in chapter 4, where they had to stand trial in the Sanhedrin first. The first part of this chapter describes in detail the miraculous events that happened to Peter as he escaped from jail. Following his escape, Herod has the guards executed. Meanwhile, Herod goes to Caesarea for a little vacation. During his vacation, he had to deal with a political situation with people from Tyre and Sidon (modern Lebanon area). The people from there were declaring him to be a god; and angel of the Lord immediately struck him and he was eaten by worms and died.
	The word of the Lord continued to grow. Paul and Barnabas leave Jerusalem and return to Antioch, along with John Mark.
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