Vayigash - ויגש : "And came near"

Torah : Genesis 44:18-47:27 
Haftarah : Ezekiel 37:15-28
Brit Chadashah : Romans 9
Genesis 44:18-34
1. Who was it that led the defense against Joseph? Why?
2. What was key point within the defense?
3. What is the conclusion of this defense?
4. What does Judah offering himself in place of Benjamin show Joseph?
Genesis 45
1. Why does Joseph break down here?
2. Why were the brothers dismayed to learn that this was Joseph? How could they have know for sure that this was Joseph, and not some sort of a trick?
3. Why is Pharaoh so pleased?
4. What does Joseph send to his father? What does he warn the brothers not to do? Why?
5. What does it mean that Jacob’s “spirit revived”?
Genesis 46
1. Why does Jacob come to Beersheba before heading to Egypt?
2. What does God tell Jacob? How would these words have been interpreted by the Israelites of Moses’ day? Why was it important for the Israelites of the Exodus to understand why God brought them down into Egypt to begin with?
3. How many people came into Egypt? Why is this number significant?
4. What did Jacob and Joseph do when they finally met again?
5. Why does Joseph instruct his brothers to identify themselves as shepherds?
Genesis 47:1-27
1. When Joseph’s brothers were presented before Pharaoh, what did Pharaoh give Israel? What does this do for Israel?
2. What was the purpose of the interaction between Jacob and Pharaoh?
3. By the end of this story, how of much of Egypt does Pharaoh own? Who was in charge of all that Pharaoh owned? How could this have affected the Israelites when the Pharaoh that did not remember Joseph arose?
Ezekiel 37:15-28
1. Where is Ezekiel when he makes his prophecies? To whom is he speaking?
2. When did Ezekiel live, and when did he write his prophecies?
3. In verses 1-14, what is the context of the valley of dry bones? Has this prophecy taken place when Israel reformed during the reign of King Cyrus, or is this a prophecy about resurrection and a future Israel?
4. In verses 15-28, if this is written during Judah’s captivity, then what is the hope that Ezekiel is giving to the people?
5. Who is Ephraim/Joseph and who is Judah? Read Amos 8:14 (regarding what Israel is not.)
6. What year did the Israelites return to the land, and when was this prophecy fulfilled?
7. After Ezekiel, has Israel ever been two nations since their return from Judah’s exhile?
8. Was the Temple rebuilt after Ezekiel’s prophecy?
9. In what year did David begin to reign in Israel again?
10. When dealing with Hebrew and the prophecies in the Old Testament, how do we deal with this issues of past, present, and future in Scripture? Remember, Biblical Hebrew (early late BH) do not have a strict past or future tense. There is only perfect and imperfect aspect (Qal perfect/Qal imperfect, for example, and the other aspects of Hebrew verbs). How does this affect interpreting Ezekiel, and all other Biblical prophets?
Romans 10
1. Who are “them” in verse 1? Who does Paul hope to see saved?
2. In verse 3, what is the difference between man’s righteousness [based upon keeping Torah?], and God’s righteousness?
3. In verse 4-5, is there a difference between what Moses taught and what Messiah taught? Does a person who believes and is “in Messiah” need to continue with Torah? Does a person who “keeps Torah” produce God’s righteousness? Is Messiah and the Torah at odds with each other? Then, what is Paul talking about?
4. What is the basis (OR, the foundation, the root, the beginning) of salvation?
5. Who is it that can be saved? Are there some that may NOT be saved? What Scriptures from the OT does Paul use to support these two theses?
6. Why are the Romans confused about this issue? Remember, who is represented in the audience that Paul writes to in Rome?
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