Vayishlach - וישלח : "And he sent"
Torah : Genesis 32:3-36:43
Haftarah : Hosea 11:7-12:12
Brit Chadashah : Romans 7-8
Genesis 32:3-32
1. Why is Esau coming with 400 men? What does Jacob think?
2. Which do you think Jacob dreaded worse: leaving Laban and all of Jacob’s cousins risking having all of his belongings being stolen, or arriving in Canaan where his brother may have been planning his execution?
3. Describe Jacob and God’s dialogue at this point in the story. What is Peniel?
Genesis 33
1. How do Jacob and Esau treat each other?
2. Why doesn’t Esau kill Jacob?
3. Why does Jacob spend so much in order to pay him off?
4. At the end of this chapter, what does Jacob buy? What does this signifiy?
Genesis 34
1. What was wrong with what Shechem had done? Without the Torah, from where would the idea that “such a thing should not be done” come from?
2. What were the sons of Jacob thinking by making this bargain?
3. Did all of the brothers agree to this plan?
4. What does this say about the intention of circumcision? If circumcision represents a conversion process, what does this passage say about our intentions in receiving the Messiah?
5. What happened later as a consequence to Levi and Simeon?
Genesis 35
1. Why did members of Jacob’s household have any idols at all (v. 2)?
2. Why does the Torah recognize the death of Rebekah’s nurse, Deborah, but not the death of Rebekah herself?
3. Why is there a second naming of Jacob as Israel in this section? What were the commandments given to Israel at this point in the story?
4. What happened to Rachel?
5. The narrative texts about Jacob end here. Where is Jacob for the rest of Genesis (until he finally moves to Egypt to be with Joseph)?
Genesis 36
1. Why is there such a thorough account of Esau and his descendents? 


Hosea 11:7-12:12
1. What is Ephraim’s sin?
2. What is Judah also guilty of?
3. The events in this chapter are not chronological. What is Hosea saying to Israel through this strange text?
Romans 7
1. What is the meaning of the illustration of a married woman who is released from the law at the time of her husband’s death?
2. What does this have to do with the death of the Messiah?
3. In verse 4, in what way do we die to the “Law?” Is the Greek term [nomos] equal to the Hebrew term [Torah]?
4. In verse 7, how does Paul clarify the value of “the Law”?
5. Where does sin originate? How do we know what the boundaries of sin?
6. What is the difference between “law” and “commandment”?
7. What is it that brings about death?
8. What is the difference between the “law of God” and the “law of sin”? Which one do we typically follow? (vs 14-25).
Romans 8
1. What are the two laws?
2. How do we fulfill the requirements of the Law? (v. 4)
3. How does one know if they are dwelling with God? 5-17
4. What is creation waiting for?
5. Read 8:28-31—Discuss.

Vayishlach

 

-

 

וישלח

 

: "And he sent"

 

Torah 

: Genesis 32:

3

-

36:43

 

Haftarah 

: Hosea 11:7

-

12:12

 

Brit Chadashah

 

: Romans 7

-

8

 

Genesis 

32:

3

-

32

 

1.

 

Why is 

Esau coming with 400 men? What does Jacob think?

 

2.

 

Which do you think Jacob dreaded worse: leaving Laban and all of 

Jacob

’

s

 

cousins

 

risking 

having all of his belo

ngings 

being 

stolen, or arriving in Canaan where his brother may have 

been planning his execution?

 

3.

 

Describe Jacob

 

and God

’

s dialogue at this point in the story. What is Peniel?

 

Genesis 

33

 

1.

 

How do Jacob and Esau treat 

each

 

other

?

 

2.

 

Why doesn

’

t Esau kill Jacob?

 

3.

 

Why does Jac

o

b spend so much in 

order to pay

 

him off?

 

4.

 

At the end of this chapter, 

what

 

does Jac

ob 

buy? W

h

at 

does this signifiy?

 

Genesis 3

4

 

1.

 

What was wrong with what Shechem had done? Without the Torah, from where would the idea 

that 

“

such a thin

g

 

should not be 

d

one

”

 

come from

?

 

2.

 

What were 

the

 

sons of Jacob thinking by making this barg

ain?

 

3.

 

Did all of the brothers agree to this plan?

 

4.

 

What does this say about

 

the intention of

 

circumcision

? If circumcision represents 

a

 

conversion

 

process

, what does this passage say about 

our intentions in receiving the M

e

ssiah?

 

5.

 

What 

happened later as a consequence to Levi and Simeon?

 

Genesis 

35

 

1.

 

Why 

did members of Jacob

’

s household have any idols at all

 

(v. 2)

?

 

2.

 

Why does the Torah recognize the death of Rebekah

’

s nurse, Deborah, but not the death of 

Rebekah herself?

 

3.

 

Why is there

 

a second naming of Jacob as Israel in this section? What were the 

commandments given to Israel at this point in the story?

 

4.

 

W

h

at 

happened to Rachel?

 

5.

 

The narrative texts about Jacob end here. Where is Jacob for the rest of Genesis (until he 

finally moves t

o Egypt to be with Joseph)?

 

Genesis 36

 

1.

 

Why is there such a thorough account of Esau and his descendents? 

 

 

 

